UBRARy 


Shepton  Mallet  Urban’  District  Council. 


* 


Repoi*t 
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WnrcANTON, 

Somerset. 


V 


TO  THE 


May,  1944. 


SHEPTON  MALLET  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  lay  before  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1943. 

1.— GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2259 

Population  (Mid-1943)  ...  ...  ...  ...  4943 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1931)  ...  ...  ...  1150 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £24,464 

Produce  of  Penny  Rate  (estimated)  ...  ...  ...  £98 


2.— EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 


Live  Births  : — 
Total 

Legitimate  ... 
Illegitimate 
Still  Births  : — 
Total 

Legitimate  ... 
Illegitimate 


Males. 

...  25 

...  25 

...  0 


Males. 

1 

1 

0 


•  Births. 

Females. 

33 

30 

3  Birth  Rate  : — 16.5. 

Females. 

0 

0 

0  Birth  Rate  : — 0.54 


Deaths. 

Deaths  from  all  causes  : —  ...  Total.  Males.  Females. 

’  52  22  30  Death  Rate  : — 12.1. 


Number  of  Women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of,  child-birth  ; — 

(a)  From  Sepsis  ...  ...  0 

(b)  From  other  causes  ...  ...  0 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  age  : — 

Legitimate  5.  Illegitimate  0.  Total  5. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Week 

„  ,,  ,,  from  One  to  Four  Weeks 

,,  ,,  ,,  from  One  to  Six  Months 

„  „  „  from  Six  to  Twelve  Months 

Total 


2 

1 

2 

0 

5 


Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  0 

„  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  0 

„  „  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  ago)  ...  0 

There  has  not  been  any  excessive  mortality  during  the  year. 


3.— NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

Cases  admitted 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
Notified. 

to  Isolation 
Hospital. 

Total 

Deaths 

Diphtheria 

2 

2 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

...  12 

10 

0 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

...  13 

0 

4 

Whoopmg  Cough 

...  30 

1 

0 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorium 

1 

0 

0 

Measles 

...  153 

1 

0 

Tuberculosis  : — Total 

9 

0 

1 

(a)  Respiratory 

4 

0 

0 

(b)  Non-respiratory 

•  •  • 

...  5 

0 

1 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorium. 

Cases  Treated. 

Vision  Vision 

Total 

Notified. 

At  home. 

In  Hospital. 

Unimpaired.  Impaired. 

Blindness. 

Deaths. 

1 

1 

0 

I  0 

0 

0 

4.— CAUSES  OF  SICKNESS. 

Moasloa  and  Whooping  Cough ,  were  somewhat  in  evidence  throughout  the  District.  Tlie 
typo  of  both  diseases  was  mild  and  there  were  no  deaths.  The  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified  to  me 
were  also  of  a  mild  type,  and  there  were  no  deaths. 

There  was  a  fairly  widespread  epidemic  of  Influenza  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  ;  the 
majority  of  the  cases  were  of  a  mild  type  and  of  short  duration  ;  complete  recovery  was  the  rule,  but 
there  wore  three  deaths  attributed  to  this  disease. 

Pneumonia  (most  of  the  cases  ciccurring  as  a  complication  of  Influenza)  caused  4  deaths. 


0.— SUMMARY  OF  NURSING  ARRANGEMENTS,  HOSPITAL  AND  OTHER 

INSTITUTIONS  AVAILABLE  IN  THE  DISTRICT. 

A.  — ^Pkofessional  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

(1)  General  : — There  are  2  Nurses  in  the  District  engaged  in  general  district  work,  who  are 
affiliated  to  the  County  Nursing  Association. 

(2)  For  Infectious  Diseases  : — Some  of  the  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  removed  to 
the  Isolation  Hospital,  the  remainder  were  eitlier  nursed  by  their  relatives  or  by  nurses 
obtained  from  Nursing  Homes  or  Hospitals  outside  the  District. 

B. — Midwive.s. 

There  are  2  Certified  Midwives  practising  in  the  District. 

C. — Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

There  is  one  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  in  Charlton  Road  provided  and  staffed  by  the  County 
Council. 

D.  — Hospitals  available  for  the  District.  , 

(1)  Tuberculosis  :  None. 

(2)  Fever  : — One  (The  Joint  Isolation  Hospital,  Shepton  Mallet)  to  which  the  following 
cases  were  admitted  during  the  year  : — 

Disease.  Number  Admitted.  Number  Died. 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  Ifi  0 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  4  0 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  2  0 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  4  0 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  2  0 

Mumps  ...  ...  ...  3  0 

For  Observation  ...  ...  4  0 

35  0 

(3)  Other  : — There  is  one  District  Hospital  at  Shepton  Mallet  for  the  treatment  of  general, 
medical  and  surgical  cases.  There  is  no  Public  Assistance  Institution,  the  building 
havfing  been  taken  over  by  The  County  Council  as  an  Institution  for  persons  suffering 
from  Mental  Deficiency. 

E.  Institutional  Provision  for  Unmarried  Mothers,  and  Illegitimate  Infants  :  None. 

Homeless  Children  :  Hillworth  House,  staffed  and  equipped  by  the  Somerset  County  Council. 

F.  — Institutions  for  Evacuated  Children. 

(a)  Darshill  Sick  Bay,  accommodating  12  Children. 

(b)  Mayfair  Hostel,  accommodating  24  Children. 

These  are  administered  by  the  Shepton  Mallet  Rural  District  Council. 

G.  — Ambulance  Facilities. 

(1)  For  Infectious  Cases  : — A  trailer  ambulance  is  kept  at  the  Isolation  Hospital  for  the 
collection  and  removal  of  Infectious  Cases.  This  machine  is  not  altogether  satisfactory, 
and  it  is  hoped  to  replace  it  by  an  Ambulance  in  the  near  future. 

(2)  For  Non-infectious  cases  and  Accidents  : — A  Motor  Ambulance  supplied  and  equipped  by 
The  Shepton  Mallet  Urban  District  Council  is  kept  at  the  Wells  Road  Garage,  Shepton 
Mallet,  Telephone  126. 


6.— LABORATORY  WORK.  » 

Examinations  of  bacteriological  and  pathological  specimens  are  carried  out  at  The  Public 
Health  I.aboratory,  Taunton  ;  considerable  use  of  this  Laboratory  has  been  made  during  the  year. 
No  arrangements  are  made  for  the  supply  of  Diphtheria  Antitoxin  to  practitioners  in  the  District. 


7.— PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITY. 

There  is  one  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Housing  and  Sanitary  Surveyor  (a  whole-time  officer)  and 
myself  (a  part-time  officer).  There  is  one  Health  Visitor  in  the  District. 


No  change. 


8.— WATER  SUPPLIES. 


No  change. 


9.— DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 


10.— CAMPING  SITES. 

No  Camping  Sites  have  been  registered  in  the  District. 

Generally  the  only  cases  of  Camping  which  occurred  were  only  of  2  or  9  days’  duration,  osccopt 
in  the  case  of  The  Fair  Ground  in  Cook’s  Paddock,  the  duration  of  vvhich  is  usually  about  one  or  two 
weeks  ;  the  Sanitary  arrangements  here  are  very  unsatisfactory  and  have  been  the  subject  of  a  special 
report  to  The  Health  Committee  of  the  Council. 


11.— HOUSING. 

No  overcrowding  reported  during  the  year.  There  is  a  great  sc-arcity  of  houses  for  the  working 
classes.  A  scheme  has  been  prepared  for  Post-War  Housing  and  will  be  forwarded  to  the  Ministry  of 
Health  early  in  the  New  Year,  asking  for  sanction  to  purchase  83  acres  of  land  off  Compton  Road. 


12.— MINISTRY  OF  HEALTH  ENQUIRIES. 

None. 


13.— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a)  Milk  Supply  : 

(1)  Number  of  Producers  on  the  Register  ...  ...  ...  22 

(2)  Number  of  Distributors  on  the  Register  : 

,  (a)  Distributors  who  are  also  Producers  ...  ...  2 

(b)  Distributors  only  (Pasteurised  2,  Other  4)  ...  ...  (i 

(b)  Meat  Supekvision  : 

Slaughter  Houses:  Licenced  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Formerly  Registered — now  unused — Application  for  Licence  pending  4 

Total  ...  ...  ...  4 

Knacker’s  Yards.  Licenced  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 


AIR  RAID  PRECAUTIONS. 

*  There  is  one  Rescue  Party  and  5  First  Aid  Points,  staffed  by  an  Officer  in  Charge  with  a  varying 
number  of  helpers  ;  equipment  has  been  provided  by  the  County  Council,  the  British  Red  Cross  Society 
and  by  Local  effort.  There  are  also  3  Dressing  Stations  situated  in  Private  Houses. 


The  following  facts  have  been  reported  to  me  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  : — 


Public  Wateb  Supplies. 

Samples  :  Satisfactory  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Not  quite  satisfactory  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

'  .  Unsatisfactory  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Water  Shortage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Private  Supplies  ■  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Sewerage  : — No  change. 

Housing  : — 

Number  of  unlit  houses  licenced  for  occupation  ...  ...  ...  0 

Bed  Bug  Infestation  No  case  reported. 


Disinfection  of  premises  after  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  has  been  done  in  21  cases.  The 
bedding  has  been  removed  to  The  Isolation  Hospital  for  disinfection  -in  all  cases. 


House  Refuse  Collections  : — In  some  streets  once  daily,  in  others,  once  weekly. 
Salvage  : — 

Rubber 
Paper 
Tins 
•  Metals 
Bones 
Rags 
Batteries 


Pig  Food 
Milk  Samples  : — 


T.T. 

Accredited 

Pasteurised 


Value 


Value 


Total 


£533/13/4. 

£171/15/.. 


46 

8 

62 


Tons. 

Cwts. 

6 

16i 

57 

44 

36 

11 

32 

•Ji 

3 

2 

9 

2 

0 

Tons. 

Cwts. 

.  68 

14 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection  : — The  Bacon  Factory  has  been  regularly  inspected. 

Food  : — Gas  decontamination  Service  : — Squad  of  4. 

Building  reserv'ed  for  Airing  of  contaminated  food  : — Shepton  .Mallet  (Jattle  Marl«.-t. 
Emergency  IMortujvry  Accommodation  : — The  British  Legion  Skittle  Alley. 


1  have  the  honour  to  be.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

T.  E.  COULSON, 

Medical  Oflicer  of  Health. 
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